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The Government of Argentina acknowledges approximate! 
3, •‘’00 state of siege prisoners detained under executive 
power . (PEN).. Arrests and disappearances currently con- 

tinue although rot or. tiro massive scale c* t 
tvo years. 

Ir. May 1976, the L : . c lroa?5y reported that "physic 

- t ar roaa t : o.: of suspected terrorists and so-ctl I^d 
'criminal subversives' who do net fully cooperate." It 
reports that if there has been a net reduction : n :ar,ortn 
cf torture, this is not because torture has beer, fore- 
sworn but "derives from fewer operations” because the 
number of terrorists and. rubvorni ves has dim: -sin hod . 

Torture used to intimidate and extract information 
it described, by the Embassy to include "electrrt shock, 
the submarine (prolonged submersion under water), sodium 
pentothal, severe beatincs, including ' E 1 Telefono' in 
which a simultaneous blow Ls delivered to both cart 
cup nod hands." A 1973 Amnesty International report 
- r - u.vr 1 1 ior. describes 'hergaretto burns ... sexual abuse , rape - 
. . .removing teeth, finuernai Is, .m.l eyes. . . burnt nj with 
boiling water, oil and acivl: and even castration." 

The Embassy reports f irn rhn.uG accounts of physical 
torture at La ?crla Interrogation Center, outside- 
Cordoba, ir. September 1977. it '“urthcr reports reliable 
■ n. i o rm a 1 1 o r. about a case in late December 1977, and i:. 
th L - past few -.veeks credible in formation about aether 
case. Mt-s t incidents reported to the Embassv too)- el, ter* 
in 1*76 and 1=7“ . 

i n t- wu 1 - knewr. rase i f phyn . cal abuse was j. icr.ro 
Ti r.m a n . Another wel l-pu:- li ci :-.e rate by Amr-v; f Irt-rr- 
r.aiionai w;,. : that of Eli ar.be ti: kas-.'m.ir.n , :x 29 -ea: old 
Lost German, ci titer. who died, three months afret f.r-r 
arrest by security forces in .’fay 1977. .••mnert” and -y.r 
E ml s y n a v c r r.no r o u s Go r line n z • ' e v moies . 
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expected to continue at least until alter the V.’orld 
Cup Soccer matches in June. 

Our Embassy further notes that, while penalties 
exist for police maltreatment of common criminals, they 
do not for political detainees. Furthermore, no such 
charges have been made publicly against members of the 
Armed Forces which carry out much, of the counter- 
subversive operations, although internal disciplinary- 
proceedings have reportedly taken place for some 
"ur.au thorized excesses." Interior Minister Hardmdoguy 
in May called for an end to police use of terrorist tar; Li 
and it was reported that the military received similar 
orders. However, no progress has boon reported in deed. 


Disappearances 

Reports of torture do not of course deal with t' 
thousands (estimates range in the tens of thousands) of 
Arc end i nc citizens who were abductoc by si-curiiy • usees 
and summarily executed. These cases, known as Ike d i s u - 
peorea, include not only suspected terrorists but 
.ilr-.j encompass a broader range of people-- ; n ~ 1 mi i >i <. 

labor leaders, workers, clergymen, human rights advocates 
scientists, doctors, and political party leader:-, 
recent dramatic occurrence was the abduction in December 
of five "mothers of the disappeared" and two French nuns, 
whoso bodies were reportedly discovered washed ashore. 


There is a growing movement led by human rights 
organizations and the Church to trace the missing people. 
In ha Pr o ns a of May 7, an open letter to President Videla 
was printed as a full page ad listing the names of 2,592 
disappeared and urging an accounting. It was sponsored 
by three Argentine human rights organizations and paid 
for by contributions from large numbers of Argentine 
citizens. Editorials in Argentine newspapers this month 
further called attention to the "political timebomb" 
of the tragic disappearances. The B uenos Aires Heral d 
declared "Every effort must be made 
people. It is the only way to 
to prove to ourselves, that we 
rights. If anxious relatives 
callousness, they will became 
to t<a * 1 y b ru ta 1 i cod society. " 
received by the HE Cover ''.meat 
of the disappeared cal line for 


to trace massing 
convince the world, and 
do care about human 
are ianoref; or treated: with 
mb o 1 s as v i c t i m s of a 
1 r. rums re bl letter:', arc. 

• rom. the relatives and fric 
at: accounting. 


a :k 



USbitltU 


Internationally, hunar: rights or cani za t . or.i: arc? 
also s uppor 1 1 no this campa in:.. Ac.ncr. ty J n t cm a r ; o: .a 1 , f o r 
example , on May 1 S launched a rue jor drive a g n 1 n 1 1 political 
imprisonments, torture, di sapro:i ranees and executions ir: 
Argentina . 


Both the internal and externa] pressure building seel, 
to generate an impact on the GOA to render a pub lie account 
ir'.g . 


